IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: 


Barry BARA et al. 


Examiner: Terrell Howard Matthews 


Serial No.: 10/685,394 


Group Art Unit: 3654 


Filed: October 16, 2003 


Confirmation No.: 6683 


Title: APPARATUS AND PROCESS FOR COALESCING BITUMEN IN AN OIL 


This request is responsive to the Office Action mailed October 16, 2007. 

Applicants hereby respectfully request a new Office Action, in view of considerable 
confusion contained in the Final Rejection, which render applicants unable to determine how 
to respond. 

First, the Office Action summary indicates that, while claims 1-22 are pending in the 
present application, claims 6-15 are rejected. See items 4 and 6 of the summary. However, 
the body of the Office Action rejects in three separate rejections, (1) claims 1-4, 6-8, 10 and 
13; (2) claims 1-9 and 13; and, (3) claims 5, 9 and 1 1. Thus, although claims 1-22 are 
pending in the application, and the summary indicates that only claim 6-15 are rejected, 
rejections appear to have been made against claims 1-1 1 and 13. 

Moreover, the first paragraph under the heading "Detailed Action" at page 2 of the 
Office Action, indicates that the "rejections of claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. §103" have been 
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withdrawn, but a "new" ground of rejection is made in view of Garner '162. Despite this 
indication, however, a rejection has already been made over Garner in the prior Office Action, 
and addressed in applicants' prior response. Moreover, no rejection of claims "1-13" was 
contained in the prior Office Action. 

In conclusion, the present Office Action does not enable applicants to determine what 
claims are rejected, what claims are not subject to rejection, and, for that matter, which claims 
have actually been appreciated and examined by the examiner. As a result, it is respectfully 
submitted that a new Office Action must be issued, with a new date for response. The same 
is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Harry B. Shubin/ 

Harry B. Shubin, Reg. No. 32,004 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 

MILLEN, WHITE, ZELANO 

& BRANIGAN, P.C. 
Arlington Courthouse Plaza 1, Suite 1400 
2200 Clarendon Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
Telephone: (703) 243-6333 
Facsimile: (703) 243-6410 

Attorney Docket No.: BENNETT-0002 

Date: November 16, 2007 
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